“THE First American Government West of 

the Rocky Mountains was organized at 
Champoeg, Oregon, Tuesday, May 2, 1843. 
Exercises in honor of the Fifty -eighth Anni- 
versary of that event at Champoeg, Thursday, 
May 2, 1901, under the Auspices of the Ore- 
gon Historical Society. 
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Souvenir Programme 
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Seal of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment organized as above 
set forth. 
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Public Meeting at Champooick, May 2, 1843. 


At a public meeting of the inhabitants of the Willam- 
ette settlements, held in accordance with the call of the 
committee chosen at a former meeting, for the purpose 
of taking steps to organize themselves into a civil com- 
munity, and provide themselves with the protection se- 
cured by the enforcement of law and order, Dr. I. L. Bab- 
cock was chosen chairman, and Messrs. Gray, Le Breton 
and Willson, secretaries. The committee made their re- 
port, which was read, and a motion was made that it be 
accepted, which was lost. 


Considerable confusion existing in consequence, it was 
moved by Mr. Le Breton, and seconded by Mr. Gray, that 
the meeting divide, preparatory to being counted, those in 
favor of the objects of this meeting taking the right, and 
those of a contrary mind taking the left, which being car- 
ried by acclamation, and a great majority being found in 
favor of organization, the greater part of the dissenters 
withdrew. 


It was then moved and carried that the report of the 
committee be taken up, and disposed of article by article. 
A motion was made and carried that a supreme judge, with 
probate powers, be chosen to officiate in this community. 
Moved and carried that a clerk of the court, or recorder, 
be chosen. Moved and carried that a sheriff be chosen. 
Moved and carried that three magistrates be chosen. 
Moved and carried that three constables be chosen. 
Moved and carried that a committee of nine persons be 
chosen for the purpose of drafting a code of laws for the 
government of this community, to be presented to a public 
meeting to be hereafter called by them, on the fifth day of 
July next, for their acceptance. 


A motion was made and carried that a treasurer be 
chosen, Moved and carried that a major and three cap- 
tains be chosen. Moved and carried that we now proceed 
to choose the persons to fill the various offices by ballot. 


A. E. Willson was chosen to act as supreme judge, with pro- 
bate powers. G. W. Le Breton was chosen to act as clerix 
of court, or recorder. J. L. Meek was chosen to fill the 
office of sheriff. W. H. Wilison was chosen treasurer. Moved 
and carried that the remainder of the officers be chosen 
by hand ballot, and nomination from the floor. 

Messrs. Hill, Shortess, Newell, Beers, Hubbard, Gray, 
O’Neil, Moore and Dougherty were chosen to act as the 
legislative committee. 

Messrs. Burns, Judson and A. T. Smith were chosen to 
act as magistrates. Messrs. Ebberts, Bridges and Lewis were 
chosen to act as constables. Mr. John Howard was chosen 
major. Messrs. Wm. McCarty, C. McKay and §S. Smith 
were chosen captains. Moved and carried that the legisla- 
tive committee make their report on the 5th day of July 
next at Champooick. 

Moved and carried that the services of the legislative 
committee be paid for at $1.25 per day, and that the money 
be raised by subscription. 

Moved and carried that the major and captains be in- 
structed to enlist men to form companies of mounted rifle- 
men. Moved and carried that an additional magistrate and 
constable be chosen. Mr. Campo was chosen as an addi- 
tional magistrate. Mr. Matthieu was chosen as an addi- 
tional constable. Moved and carried that the iegislative 
committee shall not sit over six days. The meeting was 
then adjourned. The question having arisen with regard 
to what time the newly-appointed officers shall commence 
their duties, the meeting was again called to order, when 
it was moved and carried that the old officers remain in 
office till the laws are made and accepted, or until the next 


public meeting. 
Attest: G. W. Le BRETON. 


Inscription on Monument. 


Erected on Thursday, May 2, 1901, in Honor of the First 
American Government on the Pacific Coast, organized here 
on Tuesday, May 2, 1848, 52 persons voting for, 50 against. 
The names of the former as far as obtainable are hereon 


inscribed: 


~ 


Charles McKay. 


= 


Dr. Ira L. Babcock. 


2. Dr. W. H. Willson. 8. Rev. J. S. Griffin. 

3. G. W. Le Breton. 9. George Gay. 

AD We Hie Grave 0. Geo. W. Ebberts. 

5. Joseph L. Meek. iP eiteverd a Wise lbarirdsin: 
6. David Hill. 2. Rev. Harvey Clark. 
7. Robert Shortess. 3. Charles Campo. 

8. Dr. Robert Newell. 4. Dr. W. J. Bailey. 

9. Reuben Lewis. 5. Allen Davy. 
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Joseph Holman. 
John Edmunds. 
Joseph Gale. 


10. Amos Cook. 
11. Caleb Wilkins. 
12. Hugh Burns. 
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3. Francis Fletcher. 9. Russell Osborn. 

14. Sidney Smith. 40. David Weston. 

15. Alanson Beers. 41. William Johnson. 
iy, Re iis Tehnlajlareweral. 42. W. Hauxhurst. 

17. James A. O’Neil. 43. William Cannon. 

18. Robert Moore. 44. Medorem Crawford. 
19. W. P. Dougherty. 45. John L. Morrison. 
20.) Links ad Sones 46. P.M. Armstrong. 
Zl. Aji Smith: 47. Calvin Tibbetts. 

22. J. C. Bridges. 48. J. R. Robb. 


23. Rey. Gustavus Hines. 49. Solomon H. Smith. 
24. Rev. David Leslie. 50. A. E. Wilson. 

25. John Howard. 51. F. X. Matthieu. 

26. William McCarty. 52. Etienne Lucier. 


PROGRAMME. 


Music, Union Cornet sand, James Parrott, 1852, leader. 
Invocation, Rev. P. S. Knignt, 1853. 

Introductory address, Governor T. T. Geer. 1851. 
Unveiling monument, Hon, F. X. Matthieu, 1842. 


Address, “A Short Account of the Provisional Govern- 
ment,” H. W. Scott, 1852, President Oregon Historica: So- 
ciety. 


Music, Union Cornet Band. 


Address, “The Missionary Element in the Making of 
Oregon,” Rey. H. k. Hines, D. D., 1853. 


Reminiscences, Hon. John Minto, 1844. 


Address, “The Relation of the American Settlers and 
the ‘Mountain Men’ to the Provisional Government,” Hon. 
John Minto, 1844. 


Benediction, Rev. P. S. Knight, 


BRIEF SKETCH OF MR. MATTHIEU. 


Francis Xavier Matthieu, was born in Montreal, Canada, 
April 2, 1818. His ancestors caine from France and settled in 
Canada in an early day. All the schooling he has had he ac- 
quired before the age of twelve, his struggle for life beginning 
then. He took part in the Canadian rebellion against England 
in 1837-8, and as a result left that country, going to Albany, 
N. Y., where he worked as a carpenter for a time. He was at 
Chicago in 1839, and then at St. Louis, where he became a 
clerk of the American Fur Co., and spent three years on the 
Platte and its tributaries. He came to Oregon in 1842, was 
married to Miss Rose Osent in 1844, settled on the farm where 
he now resides in 1846, founded Butteville in 1851 and kept 
store there for more than twenty years. He was a member of 
the State Legislature in 1874 and 1878. 


FRANCIS XAVIER MATTHIEU 


OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 


Incorporated Dec. 17, 1898, 
ROOMS IN CITY HALL, PORTLAND, OREGON, 
Top Floor, N. W. Corner. 
OFFICERS. 


H. W. SCOTT, Editor Oregonian, Portland, President. 


C. B. BELLINGER, U. S. District Judge, Portland, Vice- 
President. 


F. G. YOUNG, Professor History and Economics, State 
University, Eugene, Secretary. 


CHAS. E. LADD, Ladd & Tilton, Bankers, Portland, Treas 
urer. 
DIRECTORS. 


HON. T. T. GEER, Governor, Salem. 

HON. J. H. ACKERMAN, Supt. Public Instruction, Salem. 
MRS. HARRIET K. McARTHUR, Portland. 

MRS. MARIA L. MYRICK, Portland. 

*LEWIS B. COX, Portland. 


JAMES R. ROBERTSON, Professor of History, Pacific Uni- 
versity, Forest Grove. 


REV. JAMES R. WILSON, D.D., Principal Portland Acaa- 
emy, Portland. 


ALL PERSONS contributing or loaning articles for any 
department of the Society’s work will be properly credited 
with the same in the annual reports. Since the City Hali 
is an excellent fireproof building, the Society’s rooms pro- 
vide a place for the SAFE KEEPING of valuable historic 
mementos. Every article, easily portable, is constantly 
under lock and key in glass cases or in a large vault. 

GEO. H. HIMES, 
Assistant Secretary. 
Office in Society’s Rooms, PORTLAND, OREGON. 
*Phone, Ore. North 1441. 


*Deceased. 


Object. 


The collection, preservation, exhibition and publication 
of material of a historical character, especially that relat- 
ing to the history of Oregon and of the United States; to 
explore all places of deposit of archaeological matter, to 
acquire documents, manuscripts and publications of every 
description; to obtain narratives and records of the pio- 
neers of the Oregon Territory; to ascertain and preserve 
the Indian names of mountains, streams and localities in 
Oregon, and their interpretations and significations; to 
gather and preserve the Indian traaitions relative to the 
history of the Pacific Northwest prior to white settlement; 
to maintain a gallery of historical portraiture and an eth- 
nological and historical museum; to publish and otherwise 
diffuse information relative to the history of Oregon and 
of the original Oregon Territory; and in general to en- 
courage and develop within this state the study of history. 

All material and property collected and owned by this 
corporation shall be held by it in perpetual trust for the 
people of the state of Oregon.—Art. II, Articles of Incor- 
poration. 

Any one knowing of the whereabouts of any book, doc- 
ument, pamphlet, letter, diary, paper, weapon or utensil 
of any kind that has had any relation to the early settle- 
ment of Oregon, or of any part of the Union as repre- 
sented by pioneers or other citizens of Oregon, or of the 
original Oregon Territory, will confer a favor upon the 
Assistant Secretary by notifying him. After such notifica- 
tion, he will at once use all means possible to secure the 
article named, together with its attending history. 


All are Cordially Invited to Call. 


The rooms of the Society were first opened to the pub- 
lic on December 16, 1899. Since that date, 17,000 persons 
have registered. 
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“LOVALTY TO OREQON” 
1g OUR MOTTS 


HOT TRARSSERABLE 
JUNE 14, 7903 
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